FAQ - English and AB 705

What Is AB 705? Why Was It Passed?

Recently research has been mounting that assessment tests, our traditional placement method,
have been less effective than previously thought. In July 2015, the Community College Research
Center (CCRC) published “Improving the Accuracy of Remedial Placement,” which found
underplacement was severe and that “a third of students assigned to remedial English could have
passed college-level courses with a B or better.” Around the same time, ACT canceled its
Compass test, as noted in Inside Higher Ed, citing, “A thorough analysis of customer feedback,
empirical evidence and postsecondary trends led us to conclude that ACT Compass is not
contributing as effectively to student placement and success as it had in the past.”

Locally, we were finding out similar news in our own placement. Specifically, our own
assessment of English placement found that there was significant disproportionate impact on
students of color who were much more likely to be placed into below-transfer-level coursework.

The following year California, with the collaboration of the RP Group and Educational Results
Partnership, published their revised rule sets for English, “English Placement Models for the
Multiple Measures Assessment Project — Phase 2.” and this corroborated the tale that other
methods were more effective at placing students, particularly the use of high school GPA
(HSGPA). This research helped shift the focus away from skill demonstrations and toward
placement methods that focus on factors that predict success in the transfer-level course.

As a result of this mounting evidence, in 2017 the California Legislature unanimously passed AB
705. This mandated that colleges use HSGPA, coursework, and/or high school grades to place
students, and it required colleges to “maximize the probability that a student will enter and
complete transfer-level coursework in English and mathematics within a one-year timeframe.”

How Will Students Be Placed Now?

This last July the Chancellor’s Office, which guides colleges and interprets legislation, provided
guidance that colleges should use HSGPA to place students into transfer-level English, with or
without corequisite support. The guidance was broken down as follows:

High School Performance Metric for Recommended AB 705 Placement for

English English

HSGPA= 2.6 Transfer-Level English Composition
No additional academic or concurrent

Success rate = 78.6% support required

HSGPA1.9-2.6 Transfer-Level English Composition
Additional academic and concurrent

Success rate =57.7% support recommended

HSGPA<1.9 Transfer-Level English Composition
Additional academic and concurrent

Success rate = 42.6% support strongly recommended
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https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/improving-accuracy-remedial-placement.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/06/18/act-drops-popular-compass-placement-test-acknowledging-its-predictive-limits
http://www.cos.edu/About/Research/Documents/ENGL%20Validation%202015.pdf
http://www.cos.edu/About/Research/Documents/ENGL%20Validation%202015.pdf
https://rpgroup.org/Portals/0/Documents/Projects/MultipleMeasures/DecisionRulesandAnalysisCode/English-Decision-Trees-1_11_2016.pdf
https://rpgroup.org/Portals/0/Documents/Projects/MultipleMeasures/DecisionRulesandAnalysisCode/English-Decision-Trees-1_11_2016.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB705
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB705
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a565796692ebefb3ec5526e/t/5b6ccfc46d2a73e48620d759/1533857732982/07.18+AB+705+Implementation+Memorandum.pdf.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a565796692ebefb3ec5526e/t/5b6ccfc46d2a73e48620d759/1533857732982/07.18+AB+705+Implementation+Memorandum.pdf.pdf

The English department, using the language of AB 705, decided to choose slightly more
permissive placement rules, using a disjunctive rule for HSGPA and high school English grades.
Starting Fall 2019, COS students will be placed into English according to the following rules:

High-5chool GPA En g| ish 1

2.6 or Above . -

or College Composition and Communication
. — 4 Units, 4 Hours/Week

3 Years of High-

School Eng]lSh About 20 pages of formal wrting (minimum), building to a
with B- or better 8-10 page research-based argument.

English 1

College Composition and Communication
4 Units, 4 Hours/Week

High-5chool GPA
Below 2.6

8-10 page research-based argument.
and
Less than 3 Years

of High-5chool +
English English 301
with B- or better Academic Literacy and Composition Support
2 Units, 2 Hours/Week

About 20 pages of formal writing (minimum), building to a

v

Additional support for English 1. Research, reading, and
revision tools designed to help with English 1 assignments.

Has the English Sequence Changed?

Yes, there really isn’t a sequence anymore. All students will be placed into ENGL 001.
However, some students, based upon multiple measures, will be required to take a corequisite
support course, ENGL 301, to help them succeed in the transfer-level course. Others may choose
to enroll in the support course if they feel they need to.

Will There Be Any Below-Transfer-Level Courses?

Yes, we will be keeping ENGL 261 on the books, but we cannot direct or place students into this
course. We may keep a section or two of these courses for potential student need. However, that
need has not been clearly identified, and all future students will be placed into transfer-level
English.
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Can We Still Encourage Students to Take Remedial English?

No, we cannot. The guidance from the Chancellor’s Office is clear in regards to placement:
students have the best chance of completing transfer-level course work in a year if they place
directly into transfer-level English. As well, we would need to also demonstrate that students are
highly unlikely to succeed in the transfer-level course.

Further, this change provides us an opportunity to close the equity gaps we’ve discovered in our
past placement procedures.

In September 2018, the California Legislature passed AB 1805. This bill follows up AB 705,
requiring colleges to publish placement information and communicate that information to
students. Probably the most important piece of information from this addition to Education Code
is that colleges should “[i]nform students of their rights to access transfer-level coursework
and academic credit English as a second language (ESL) coursework, and of the multiple
measures placement policies developed by the community college, as provided in Section
78213” (emphasis mine). This, in addition to AB 705, greatly limits us from encouraging
students to take below-transfer-level coursework, and colleges that do not comply will put their
Student Equity and Achievement Program funds in jeopardy.

Can This Be Good for Students?

While these changes may understandably cause concern, it is important to remember that
students who place below transfer level are at a serious disadvantage for completion, and
historically we regularly placed 60+% of our students into below-transfer-level courses:

English Placement: First-Time Students

100%
0%

M Transfer 20% 35% 38% 36% 38% 38%

ENGL
70%
60%
M ENGL 251 50%
40%
30%
24% 21% 22% 20%

ENGL 360 or 209

Below 10% 229
0%
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16
Transfer ENGL 35% 38% 36% 38% 38%
ENGL 251 41% 41% 43% 41% 40%
ENGL 360 or Below 24% 21% 22% 20% 22%

Figure 1: Source: COS Office of Research, Planning, and Institutional Effectiveness

And, as noted in our own English Assessment & Placement Program Evaluation, those students
we placed below transfer level were predominately students of color.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1805
http://www.cos.edu/About/Research/Documents/ENGL%20Validation%202015.pdf

The goal with these changes is that access to transfer-level coursework will help us address
completion and equity problems, as demonstrated in the recent PPIC report on California’s
educational reforms. Specifically, the potential results can be seen in these two charts:

Completion of Composition
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We hope to accomplish similar results here at COS. Currently, only ~37% of students in our
ENGL 251 and 261 classes complete ENGL 001 in a year (Fall 2016 — Summer 2017), and that
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http://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/remedial-education-reforms-at-californias-community-colleges-august-2018.pdf
http://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/remedial-education-reforms-at-californias-community-colleges-august-2018.pdf

is with 60 — 70% success rates in those classes (repeats included) and with an extra, optional
term. We think we can improve upon this with these AB 705 changes, in particular by making
access to transfer-level coursework more equitable.

What Happens If Students Fail?

Yes, some students will not pass the first time. These changes are not a silver bullet. We
anticipate that some students will not pass the course the first time around, so they’ll have
options to retake the course. We’ll also be keeping track of the data surrounding those students
so that we can make future adjustments. While failure is a reality in any course, it is important to
remember how many students we also lose in the developmental sequence. Our goal is to lose
fewer of those students before they complete ENGL 001.

What If a Course Has a Prerequisite for ENGL 251, 261, or 360?

Because all students will be placed into transfer-level courses, they will satisfy any prerequisites
for ENGL 251, 261, or 360. Further, starting in Spring 2019, ENGL 360 will no longer be
offered, and in Summer 2019 ENGL 251 will no longer be offered.

To address the need for student support, departments could choose a variety of ways to help
students in their programs, including sequencing courses, supplemental instruction (SI), utilizing
tutorial services, or finding other ways to offer concurrent support for students. Additionally, the
English department would happily work with any faculty members to explore ways to support
reading and writing as students move through different disciplines.

What About Students Currently in the English Sequence?

Fall 2018 will be the last semester we will offer ENGL 360. This will prevent students from
registering for ENGL 360 next semester and possibly getting trapped in the below-transfer
sequence. Students who may be unsuccessful in ENGL 360 this semester can register for ENGL
261 next semester and continue their progress toward ENGL 001. Students unsuccessful in
ENGL 251 this semester can retake ENGL 251 and continue on in the sequence in Fall 20109.

We have also changed the grading for ENGL 251 and 261 from A - F to A, B, C, NP. This will
allow students who are successful to continue their progress in the sequence. Students who are
unsuccessful, however, would receive an NP, which would not affect their GPA, important since
they may not be able to retake the class in the future. These students could then re-place
according to the new placement guidelines the following semester.

In addition to the changes in the sequence, in Spring 2019 we will also be doing a “soft” roll out
of new placement procedures. These new guidelines might also be a way for students to re-place
according to multiple measure guidelines:
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High-School GPA
2.6 or Above
or
3 Years of High-
School English
with B- or better

Spring 2019

High-School GPA
2.0-2.59
or
3 Years of High-
School English
with C- or better

3

g
Js

High-School GPA
Below 2.0
and
Less than 3 Years
of High-School
English
with C- or better

\

English 251

Intro to Academic Reading and Writing
4 Units, 4 Hours/Week

About 12 pages of formal writing (minimum), building toa
4+ page analytical essay.

Y

v

English 261

Accel. Intro to Academic Reading and Writing
4 Units, 4 Hours,/Week

About 12 pages of formal writing (minimum), building o a
4+ page analytical essay.

e

English 405

Augmented Instruction in English
0 Units, 2 Hours/Week

Additional support for English 261. Integrated rutoring, in-
class work time, and focused help with English 261
assignments.

English 1

College Composition and Communication
4 Units, 4 Hours,Week

Abour 20 pages of formal writing (minimum), building to a
8-10 page research=based argument.

Research shows that the best way to predict who
will succeed in college English is by looking ar
high-school GPA and coursework. These
factors are the best way to decide which class is
best.

Students with a HS GPA of 2.6 or above, or
with 3 years of English with a B- or berter,
should enroll directly in English 1, our transfer-
level class.

Students with a HS GPA berween 2.0 and 2.59,
of with 3 years of English with a C- or better,
should enroll in English 251 before artempting
English 1, or in English 261 and 405 if they
desire additional support.

All other smdents should enroll in English 261
and 405, an intensive course with more classtime
and additional support, before atrempting
English 1.

This FAQ is geared specifically for structures at COS. For further information, see the
Chancellor’s Office FAQs.
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