Sequoias Community College District Academic Senate Remote Meeting Attendance Policy

Background:
For the last two and a half years, the COVID-19 global pandemic has impacted social life in immeasurable ways. As such, a new normal necessitated new approaches to carrying out daily life and business.

For public meetings held by legislative bodies, such as the Academic Senate, changes/modifications to the Ralph M. Brown Act were ushered in by AB 361 (Rivas). Rivas allowed for the suspension of certain Brown Act requirements for teleconferencing into public meetings as long as a declared state of emergency existed and legislative bodies voted every 30 days to acknowledge and affirm the on-going state of emergency. The Rivas modifications were set to sunset on January 1st, 2024. However, in November 2022, Governor Newsom announced the decision to rescind the declaration of a state of emergency due to the COVID – 19 global pandemic, effective February 28th, 2023. In response to the approaching sunsetting of Rivas and anticipated end of the declaration of a state of emergency, the California State Legislature passed new modifications to the Brown Act:  AB 2449 (Rubio). 

Rubio permits members of legislative bodies, like the Academic Senate, to participate in meetings remotely[footnoteRef:1] under certain “specified circumstances, including participating remotely for just cause or due to emergency circumstances” provided that other required elements of the law are met.   [1:  Any member may participate in meetings remotely provided that their location is publicly listed in the agenda and members of the public can access it to attend the meeting. This policy addresses requests to attend remotely without meeting these requirements. ] 


If a member has a permanent disability and requires an accommodation for medical reasons to appear remotely, they should consult the Academic Senate Executive members; documentation may be required to consider the accommodation request.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Definitions
Emergency Circumstances
“Emergency circumstances” means a physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from attending in person.

Just Cause
“Just cause” means any of the following:
· A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires the member to participate remotely.
· A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person.
· A need related to a physical or mental disability.
· Travel while on official business of the Sequoias CCD.



Procedure(s) to Request Remote Attendance
Request(s) with prior knowledge of Just Cause
If a Senator seeks to attend a meeting remotely under Just Cause, a request must be made, via email, to the Academic Senate Executive Board, at least 4 business days before the scheduled Academic Senate meeting. The Senator must provide a brief rationale, of no more than 20 words, for the request according to the above definitions. This general description should not disclose protected medical or disability information. Provided the request meets these requirements, the request will be added to the meeting agenda as the first action item and listed as “Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause.” A simple majority is needed to approve of the request.

Request(s) made without prior knowledge of Just Cause 
If a Senator seeks to attend a meeting remotely under Just Cause, according to the above definitions, with less than four days before the scheduled Academic Senate meeting, the Senator, at the scheduled Academic Senate meeting, will utilize the Public Comments for Items Not on the Agenda period, to inform the Academic Senate of their need to participate remotely for just cause. In their comments, the Senator shall provide a general description of the circumstances, no more than 20 words, relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting—this general description should not disclose protected medical or disability information—and the Senator shall request that a Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause item be added to the meeting’s agenda as an Action item. A vote will take place to amend the agenda to add a Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause Action item to the agenda. A simple majority is needed to approve the request to amend the agenda.

If the majority of the Academic Senate votes to amend the agenda to add a Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause as an Action item, the request will be added to the agenda as the first Action item. A second vote will take place on this item during the Action portion of the agenda.  A simple majority is needed to approve the Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause action item.

*Note: per Rubio, the use of Remote Attendance Request – Just Cause is limited to two meetings for each Senator during the calendar year.

Request under Emergency Circumstances
If a Senator seeks to attend a meeting remotely under Emergency Circumstances, according to the above definitions, the Senator, at the scheduled Academic Senate meeting, will utilize the Public Comments for Items Not on the Agenda period, to inform the Academic Senate of their need to participate remotely for emergency circumstances. In their comments, the Senator shall provide a general description of the circumstances, no more than 20 words, relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting—this general description should not disclose protected medical or disability information—and the Senator shall request that a Remote Attendance Request – Emergency Circumstances item be added to the meeting’s agenda as an Action item. A vote will take place to amend the agenda to add a Remote Attendance Request – Emergency Circumstances Action item to the agenda. A simple majority is needed to approve the request to amend the agenda.

If the majority of the Academic Senate votes to amend the agenda to add a Remote Attendance Request – Emergency Circumstances as an Action item, the request will be added to the agenda as the first Action item. A second vote will take place on this item during the Action portion of the agenda.  A simple majority is needed to approve the Remote Attendance Request – Emergency Circumstances action item.

*Note: per Rubio, the use of Remote Attendance Request – Emergency Circumstances is limited to no more than three consecutive months or 20 percent of the regular meetings for the Academic Senate within a calendar year—the actual number of meetings will be determined based on the number of scheduled Academic Senate meetings for the calendar year.

Further Legal Requirements under Rubio
· A quorum of the Academic Senate, as defined by the Constitution and By-laws of the Academic Senate, must be participating in-person at the single location reflected in the posted meeting agenda.
· If a Remote Attendance Request is approved, the Senator, who is participating remotely, must participate through both audio and video technology; and
· The Senator, who is participating remotely, must disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with the Senator, and the general nature of the Senator’s relationship with any such individuals.

Other Considerations
AB 2449 (Rubio) provisions remain in effect until January 1, 2026 unless repealed sooner or new legislation revises and recasts its provisions. 
