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& Printer-friendly version Resear ch Process Part 1B Wor ksheet (.PDF version)

2. Complete COSLibrary Planner Worksheet by:

A. Defining Your Topic

B. Developinga" Glossary of Terms' of unfamiliar words

C. Researching thehistory of your subject. Write a descriptive
paragraph on the history including how science on the subject has
evolved over time. A timelineisa good way toillustratethis.

D. Woriting at least one question concerning statistics and/or
demographicson your topic and attempt to locate the answer (s) using
reference and non-fiction book sour ces.

E. Listing all books used to locate your information in MLA For mat.

THE RESEARCH PROCESS Part 1B

Writing Questions

In thinking about how to organize your resear ch and what infor mation should be included you
should begin by referring to the Resear ch Outline on your class homepage at http://cos.edu/library/
seller s/resear chposter project.htm. This listsall the componentsrequired for your power point
presentation.
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Why write questions? First of all questionsrequire an answer, something that you asthewriter
have to answer to your own satisfaction but moreimportantly to thereader's satisfaction.
Consider who your audienceisand what types of questionsthey would be likely to ask you about
your topic. Questionsand answers also help keep you focused so that you don't go wandering off
into subject areasthat are not appropriate. Itisall right not to answer all your questions now as
you will have further opportunitiesfor research and resourcesto refer toin future assignments.

Definition

Defining your topic requiresyou to think critically about your topic and ask questions you will
need to answer. To defineyour topic refer to your textbook and or reference books such as
subject dictionaries and encyclopediaslocated in the Refer ence Section on the First Floor of the
COSLibrary. Refer tothislist of COS Library Reference Booksfor onesthat will be especially
appropriate for sciencetopics. A definition should be two sentencesto a paragraph long.
Highlight or circle any wordsin the definition you do not under stand and locate and write down
their definitions.

Question:

What isthe definition of ?

Answer:

Wordsin the definition that | do not understand arelisted and defined below.

Books used to define my topic are?
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HISTORY

Most of thetime questionsthat cover the history of a subject can be answered in subject
encyclopedias, other specialized bookslocated in the Library Reference Section, or the non-fiction
book collection. Understanding the history of a subject givesyou a fuller under standing of your
topic to include how science has advanced in solving problems surrounding your topic. Writea
short paragraph on the history of your topic and plan to expand on it asyou learn mor e about
your topic. Seeif eventually you can locate a timeline. However, remember that the history
component of your project should befairly brief. Hereisthetype of questionsto ask and answer .

Question: What isthe history of ?

Answer:

Question: How has science changed and improved over time?

Answer:

Question: Isthereatimeine?

Answer:

Books Used to develop the history of my topic are?
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Demographics and Statistics

Now that you have defined your topic, look for statisticsthat tell demographic infor mation about
your topic such as ages, culture, and incidence of the problem, and geographic locations. Referring
to statistical sour ces, specialized reference and non-fiction booksis once again the best placeto
look first. Write questions below with their answersif you can find them. If you are unsuccessful in
answering all of your questions now, in the next couple of weekswe will be exploring other
resear ch sour ces that may provide the information you need. So make note where you need to
find additional information.

Books used to locate statistical information are?
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Asof February 19, 2002 you are visitor
This page was last updated: February 15, 2006
For questions and comments, please mail to: connief@cos.edu or jims@cos.edu
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